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IINNCCIIDDEENNTTSS IINN TTHHEE EEAARRLLYY MMIINNIISSTTRRYY OOFF EELLIISSHHAA
BIBLE TEXT  : II Kings 2:19-25;  3:1-27

LESSON 309 Senior Course
MEMORY VERSE: “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground:  I will 
pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring”  (Isaiah 44:3).

BIBLE TEXT  in King James Version BIBLE REFERENCES:

2 Kings 2:19-25 
19 And the men of the city said 
unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, 
the situation of this city is
pleasant, as my lord seeth: but 
the water is naught, and the 
ground barren. 
20 And he said, Bring me a new 
cruse, and put salt therein. And 
they brought it to him. 
21 And he went forth unto the 
spring of the waters, and cast 
the salt in there, and said, Thus 
saith the LORD, I have healed 
these waters; there shall not be 
from thence any more death or 
barren land. 
22 So the waters were healed 
unto this day, according to the 
saying of Elisha which he spake. 
23 And he went up from thence 
unto Bethel: and as he was going 
up by the way, there came forth 
little children out of the city, and 
mocked him, and said unto him, 
Go up, thou bald head; go up, 
thou bald head. 
24 And he turned back, and 
looked on them, and cursed 
them in the name of the LORD. 
And there came forth two she 
bears out of the wood, and tare 
forty and two children of them. 
25 And he went from thence to 
mount Carmel, and from thence 
he returned to Samaria. 
2 Kings 3:1-27 
1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab 
began to reign over Israel in 
Samaria the eighteenth year of 
Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and 
reigned twelve years. 

II IInncciiddeennttss ooff MMeerrccyy aanndd JJuuddggmmeenntt
11.. TThhee mmeerrccyy ooff GGoodd wwaass eexxtteennddeedd ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo ssoouugghhtt tthhaatt

mmeerrccyy,, IIII KKiinnggss 22::1199--2222;;
Exodus 34:6-7 

6 And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The 
LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, 
and abundant in goodness and truth, 
7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the 
guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, 
and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the 
fourth generation. 

2 Chronicles 30:9 
9 For if ye turn again unto the LORD, your brethren and your 
children shall find compassion before them that lead them 
captive, so that they shall come again into this land: for the 
LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn 
away his face from you, if ye return unto him. 

Psalm 103:17 
17 But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children's children; 

Psalm 106:1 
1 Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is
good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

22.. TThhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd wwaass sseenntt ttoo tthhoossee wwhhoo bbllaasspphheemmeedd aanndd
rreeffuusseedd ttoo hhoonnoouurr GGoodd,, IIII KKiinnggss 22::2233--2255;;

LLeevviittiiccuuss 2266::2211--3399
2211 AAnndd iiff yyee wwaallkk ccoonnttrraarryy uunnttoo mmee,, aanndd wwiillll nnoott hheeaarrkkeenn uunnttoo
mmee;; II wwiillll bbrriinngg sseevveenn ttiimmeess mmoorree ppllaagguueess uuppoonn yyoouu aaccccoorrddiinngg
ttoo yyoouurr ssiinnss..
2222 II wwiillll aallssoo sseenndd wwiilldd bbeeaassttss aammoonngg yyoouu,, wwhhiicchh sshhaallll rroobb yyoouu
ooff yyoouurr cchhiillddrreenn,, aanndd ddeessttrrooyy yyoouurr ccaattttllee,, aanndd mmaakkee yyoouu ffeeww iinn
nnuummbbeerr;; aanndd yyoouurr hhiigghh wwaayyss sshhaallll bbee ddeessoollaattee..
2233 AAnndd iiff yyee wwiillll nnoott bbee rreeffoorrmmeedd bbyy mmee bbyy tthheessee tthhiinnggss,, bbuutt
wwiillll wwaallkk ccoonnttrraarryy uunnttoo mmee;;
2244 TThheenn wwiillll II aallssoo wwaallkk ccoonnttrraarryy uunnttoo yyoouu,, aanndd wwiillll ppuunniisshh yyoouu
yyeett sseevveenn ttiimmeess ffoorr yyoouurr ssiinnss..
2255 AAnndd II wwiillll bbrriinngg aa sswwoorrdd uuppoonn yyoouu,, tthhaatt sshhaallll aavveennggee tthhee
qquuaarrrreell ooff mmyy ccoovveennaanntt:: aanndd wwhheenn yyee aarree ggaatthheerreedd ttooggeetthheerr
wwiitthhiinn yyoouurr cciittiieess,, II wwiillll sseenndd tthhee ppeessttiilleennccee aammoonngg yyoouu;; aanndd
yyee sshhaallll bbee ddeelliivveerreedd iinnttoo tthhee hhaanndd ooff tthhee eenneemmyy..
2266 AAnndd wwhheenn II hhaavvee bbrrookkeenn tthhee ssttaaffff ooff yyoouurr bbrreeaadd,, tteenn wwoommeenn
sshhaallll bbaakkee yyoouurr bbrreeaadd iinn oonnee oovveenn,, aanndd tthheeyy sshhaallll ddeelliivveerr yyoouu
yyoouurr bbrreeaadd aaggaaiinn bbyy wweeiigghhtt:: aanndd yyee sshhaallll eeaatt,, aanndd nnoott bbee
ssaattiissffiieedd..
2277 AAnndd iiff yyee wwiillll nnoott ffoorr aallll tthhiiss hheeaarrkkeenn uunnttoo mmee,, bbuutt wwaallkk
ccoonnttrraarryy uunnttoo mmee;;
2288 TThheenn II wwiillll wwaallkk ccoonnttrraarryy uunnttoo yyoouu aallssoo iinn ffuurryy;; aanndd II,, eevveenn
II,, wwiillll cchhaassttiissee yyoouu sseevveenn ttiimmeess ffoorr yyoouurr ssiinnss..
2299 AAnndd yyee sshhaallll eeaatt tthhee fflleesshh ooff yyoouurr ssoonnss,, aanndd tthhee fflleesshh ooff yyoouurr
ddaauugghhtteerrss sshhaallll yyee eeaatt..
3300 AAnndd II wwiillll ddeessttrrooyy yyoouurr hhiigghh ppllaacceess,, aanndd ccuutt ddoowwnn yyoouurr
iimmaaggeess,, aanndd ccaasstt yyoouurr ccaarrccaasseess uuppoonn tthhee ccaarrccaasseess ooff yyoouurr
iiddoollss,, aanndd mmyy ssoouull sshhaallll aabbhhoorr yyoouu..
3311 AAnndd II wwiillll mmaakkee yyoouurr cciittiieess wwaassttee,, aanndd bbrriinngg yyoouurr
ssaannccttuuaarriieess uunnttoo ddeessoollaattiioonn,, aanndd II wwiillll nnoott ssmmeellll tthhee ssaavvoouurr ooff
yyoouurr sswweeeett ooddoouurrss..
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2 And he wrought evil in the sight 
of the LORD; but not like his 
father, and like his mother: for 
he put away the image of Baal 
that his father had made. 
3 Nevertheless he cleaved unto 
the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, which made Israel to sin; 
he departed not therefrom. 
4 And Mesha king of Moab was a 
sheepmaster, and rendered unto 
the king of Israel an hundred 
thousand lambs, and an hundred 
thousand rams, with the wool. 
5 But it came to pass, when Ahab 
was dead, that the king of Moab 
rebelled against the king of 
Israel. 
6 And king Jehoram went out of 
Samaria the same time, and 
numbered all Israel. 
7 And he went and sent to 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, 
saying, The king of Moab hath 
rebelled against me: wilt thou go 
with me against Moab to battle? 
And he said, I will go up: I am as 
thou art, my people as thy 
people, and my horses as thy 
horses. 
8 And he said, Which way shall 
we go up? And he answered, The 
way through the wilderness of 
Edom. 
9 So the king of Israel went, and 
the king of Judah, and the king 
of Edom: and they fetched a 
compass of seven days' journey: 
and there was no water for the 
host, and for the cattle that 
followed them. 
10 And the king of Israel said, 
Alas! that the LORD hath called 
these three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand of 
Moab! 
11 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there
not here a prophet of the LORD, 
that we may enquire of the LORD

3322 AAnndd II wwiillll bbrriinngg tthhee llaanndd iinnttoo ddeessoollaattiioonn:: aanndd yyoouurr eenneemmiieess
wwhhiicchh ddwweellll tthheerreeiinn sshhaallll bbee aassttoonniisshheedd aatt iitt..
3333 AAnndd II wwiillll ssccaatttteerr yyoouu aammoonngg tthhee hheeaatthheenn,, aanndd wwiillll ddrraaww oouutt
aa sswwoorrdd aafftteerr yyoouu:: aanndd yyoouurr llaanndd sshhaallll bbee ddeessoollaattee,, aanndd yyoouurr
cciittiieess wwaassttee..
3344 TThheenn sshhaallll tthhee llaanndd eennjjooyy hheerr ssaabbbbaatthhss,, aass lloonngg aass iitt lliieetthh
ddeessoollaattee,, aanndd yyee bbee iinn yyoouurr eenneemmiieess'' llaanndd;; eevveenn tthheenn sshhaallll tthhee
llaanndd rreesstt,, aanndd eennjjooyy hheerr ssaabbbbaatthhss..
3355 AAss lloonngg aass iitt lliieetthh ddeessoollaattee iitt sshhaallll rreesstt;; bbeeccaauussee iitt ddiidd nnoott
rreesstt iinn yyoouurr ssaabbbbaatthhss,, wwhheenn yyee ddwweelltt uuppoonn iitt..
3366 AAnndd uuppoonn tthheemm tthhaatt aarree lleefftt aalliivvee ooff yyoouu II wwiillll sseenndd aa
ffaaiinnttnneessss iinnttoo tthheeiirr hheeaarrttss iinn tthhee llaannddss ooff tthheeiirr eenneemmiieess;; aanndd
tthhee ssoouunndd ooff aa sshhaakkeenn lleeaaff sshhaallll cchhaassee tthheemm;; aanndd tthheeyy sshhaallll
fflleeee,, aass fflleeeeiinngg ffrroomm aa sswwoorrdd;; aanndd tthheeyy sshhaallll ffaallll wwhheenn nnoonnee
ppuurrssuueetthh..
3377 AAnndd tthheeyy sshhaallll ffaallll oonnee uuppoonn aannootthheerr,, aass iitt wweerree bbeeffoorree aa
sswwoorrdd,, wwhheenn nnoonnee ppuurrssuueetthh:: aanndd yyee sshhaallll hhaavvee nnoo ppoowweerr ttoo
ssttaanndd bbeeffoorree yyoouurr eenneemmiieess..
3388 AAnndd yyee sshhaallll ppeerriisshh aammoonngg tthhee hheeaatthheenn,, aanndd tthhee llaanndd ooff
yyoouurr eenneemmiieess sshhaallll eeaatt yyoouu uupp..
3399 AAnndd tthheeyy tthhaatt aarree lleefftt ooff yyoouu sshhaallll ppiinnee aawwaayy iinn tthheeiirr iinniiqquuiittyy
iinn yyoouurr eenneemmiieess'' llaannddss;; aanndd aallssoo iinn tthhee iinniiqquuiittiieess ooff tthheeiirr
ffaatthheerrss sshhaallll tthheeyy ppiinnee aawwaayy wwiitthh tthheemm..

PPssaallmm 99::1166
1166 TThhee LLOORRDD iiss kknnoowwnn bbyy tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt wwhhiicchh hhee eexxeeccuutteetthh::
tthhee wwiicckkeedd iiss ssnnaarreedd iinn tthhee wwoorrkk ooff hhiiss oowwnn hhaannddss.. HHiiggggaaiioonn..
SSeellaahh..

ZZeepphhaanniiaahh 33::55
55 TThhee jjuusstt LLOORRDD iiss iinn tthhee mmiiddsstt tthheerreeooff;; hhee wwiillll nnoott ddoo iinniiqquuiittyy::
eevveerryy mmoorrnniinngg ddootthh hhee bbrriinngg hhiiss jjuuddggmmeenntt ttoo lliigghhtt,, hhee ffaaiilleetthh
nnoott;; bbuutt tthhee uunnjjuusstt kknnoowweetthh nnoo sshhaammee..

RRoommaannss 22::22
22 BBuutt wwee aarree ssuurree tthhaatt tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd iiss aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo
ttrruutthh aaggaaiinnsstt tthheemm wwhhiicchh ccoommmmiitt ssuucchh tthhiinnggss..

IIII EElliisshhaa aanndd tthhee KKiinnggss ooff IIssrraaeell aanndd JJuuddaahh
11.. JJeehhoorraamm,, kkiinngg ooff IIssrraaeell,, mmaaddee aa ppaarrttiiaall,, bbuutt nnoott ssuuffffiicciieenntt,,

rreeffoorrmm,, IIII KKiinnggss 33::11--33..
22.. IIssrraaeell’’ss ssttaattee wwaass nnoott aa pprroossppeerroouuss oonnee,, nnoorr aa ppeeaacceeffuull oonnee,, IIII

KKiinnggss 33::44,, 55;;
Joshua 1:1-9 

1 Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it 
came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of 
Nun, Moses' minister, saying, 
2 Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this 
Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do 
give to them, even to the children of Israel. 
3 Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that 
have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses. 
4 From the wilderness and this Lebanon even unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and 
unto the great sea toward the going down of the sun, shall be 
your coast. 
5 There shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I 
will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt 
thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto 
their fathers to give them. 
7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my 
servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand 
or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou 
goest. 
8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but 
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest 
observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then 
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by him? And one of the king of 
Israel's servants answered and 
said, Here is Elisha the son of 
Shaphat, which poured water on 
the hands of Elijah. 
12 And Jehoshaphat said, The 
word of the LORD is with him. So 
the king of Israel and 
Jehoshaphat and the king of 
Edom went down to him. 
13 And Elisha said unto the king 
of Israel, What have I to do with 
thee? get thee to the prophets of 
thy father, and to the prophets of 
thy mother. And the king of 
Israel said unto him, Nay: for the 
LORD hath called these three 
kings together, to deliver them 
into the hand of Moab. 
14 And Elisha said, As the LORD
of hosts liveth, before whom I 
stand, surely, were it not that I 
regard the presence of 
Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I 
would not look toward thee, nor 
see thee. 
15 But now bring me a minstrel. 
And it came to pass, when the 
minstrel played, that the hand of 
the LORD came upon him. 
16 And he said, Thus saith the 
LORD, Make this valley full of 
ditches. 
17 For thus saith the LORD, Ye 
shall not see wind, neither shall 
ye see rain; yet that valley shall 
be filled with water, that ye may 
drink, both ye, and your cattle, 
and your beasts. 
18 And this is but a light thing in 
the sight of the LORD: he will 
deliver the Moabites also into 
your hand. 
19 And ye shall smite every 
fenced city, and every choice 
city, and shall fell every good 
tree, and stop all wells of water, 
and mar every good piece of land 
with stones. 

thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt
have good success. 
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the 
LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest. 

Leviticus 20:22-24 
22 Ye shall therefore keep all my statutes, and all my 
judgments, and do them: that the land, whither I bring you 
to dwell therein, spue you not out. 
23 And ye shall not walk in the manners of the nation, which 
I cast out before you: for they committed all these things, 
and therefore I abhorred them. 
24 But I have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and I 
will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with 
milk and honey: I am the LORD your God, which have 
separated you from other people. 

Deuteronomy 6:10-15 
10 And it shall be, when the LORD thy God shall have 
brought thee into the land which he sware unto thy fathers, 
to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give thee great and 
goodly cities, which thou buildedst not, 
11 And houses full of all good things, which thou filledst not, 
and wells digged, which thou diggedst not, vineyards and 
olive trees, which thou plantedst not; when thou shalt have 
eaten and be full; 
12 Then beware lest thou forget the LORD, which brought 
thee forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage. 
13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and 
shalt swear by his name. 
14 Ye shall not go after other gods, of the gods of the people 
which are round about you; 
15 (For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest 
the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and 
destroy thee from off the face of the earth. 

Deuteronomy 31:20-21 
20 For when I shall have brought them into the land which I 
sware unto their fathers, that floweth with milk and honey; 
and they shall have eaten and filled themselves, and waxen 
fat; then will they turn unto other gods, and serve them, and 
provoke me, and break my covenant. 
21 And it shall come to pass, when many evils and troubles 
are befallen them, that this song shall testify against them as 
a witness; for it shall not be forgotten out of the mouths of 
their seed: for I know their imagination which they go about, 
even now, before I have brought them into the land which I 
sware. 

Judges 2:1-3 
1 And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, 
and said, I made you to go up out of Egypt, and have 
brought you unto the land which I sware unto your fathers; 
and I said, I will never break my covenant with you. 
2 And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants of this 
land; ye shall throw down their altars: but ye have not 
obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? 
3 Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out from before 
you; but they shall be as thorns in your sides, and their gods 
shall be a snare unto you. 

Judges 2:11-15 
11 And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, 
and served Baalim: 
12 And they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, which 
brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other 
gods, of the gods of the people that were round about them, 
and bowed themselves unto them, and provoked the LORD to 
anger. 
13 And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and 
Ashtaroth. 
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20 And it came to pass in the 
morning, when the meat offering 
was offered, that, behold, there 
came water by the way of Edom, 
and the country was filled with 
water. 
21 And when all the Moabites 
heard that the kings were come 
up to fight against them, they 
gathered all that were able to put 
on armour, and upward, and 
stood in the border. 
22 And they rose up early in the 
morning, and the sun shone 
upon the water, and the 
Moabites saw the water on the 
other side as red as blood: 
23 And they said, This is blood: 
the kings are surely slain, and 
they have smitten one another: 
now therefore, Moab, to the 
spoil. 
24 And when they came to the 
camp of Israel, the Israelites rose 
up and smote the Moabites, so 
that they fled before them: but 
they went forward smiting the 
Moabites, even in their country. 
25 And they beat down the cities, 
and on every good piece of land 
cast every man his stone, and 
filled it; and they stopped all the 
wells of water, and felled all the 
good trees: only in Kirharaseth 
left they the stones thereof; 
howbeit the slingers went about 
it, and smote it. 
26 And when the king of Moab 
saw that the battle was too sore 
for him, he took with him seven 
hundred men that drew swords, 
to break through even unto the 
king of Edom: but they could not. 
27 Then he took his eldest son 
that should have reigned in his 
stead, and offered him for a 
burnt offering upon the wall. And 
there was great indignation 
against Israel: and they departed 

14 And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he 
delivered them into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, 
and he sold them into the hands of their enemies round 
about, so that they could not any longer stand before their 
enemies. 
15 Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was 
against them for evil, as the LORD had said, and as the 
LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly 
distressed. 

3. Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, compromised with Jehoram and all 
were brought to trouble, II Kings 3:6-10;

1 Kings 15:16-20 
16 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel 
all their days. 
17 And Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, and 
built Ramah, that he might not suffer any to go out or come 
in to Asa king of Judah. 
18 Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were left in 
the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of 
the king's house, and delivered them into the hand of his 
servants: and king Asa sent them to Benhadad, the son of 
Tabrimon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, that dwelt at 
Damascus, saying, 
19 There is a league between me and thee, and between my 
father and thy father: behold, I have sent unto thee a present 
of silver and gold; come and break thy league with Baasha 
king of Israel, that he may depart from me. 
20 So Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the 
captains of the hosts which he had against the cities of 
Israel, and smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abelbethmaachah, and 
all Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali. 

2 Chronicles 18:1-34 
1 Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in abundance, 
and joined affinity with Ahab. 
2 And after certain years he went down to Ahab to Samaria. 
And Ahab killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance, and 
for the people that he had with him, and persuaded him to 
go up with him to Ramothgilead. 
3 And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramothgilead? And he 
answered him, I am as thou art, and my people as thy 
people; and we will be with thee in the war. 
4 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Enquire, I 
pray thee, at the word of the LORD to day. 
5 Therefore the king of Israel gathered together of prophets 
four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall we go to 
Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go 
up; for God will deliver it into the king's hand. 
6 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the 
LORD besides, that we might enquire of him? 
7 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet 
one man, by whom we may enquire of the LORD: but I hate 
him; for he never prophesied good unto me, but always evil: 
the same is Micaiah the son of Imla. And Jehoshaphat said, 
Let not the king say so. 
8 And the king of Israel called for one of his officers, and said, 
Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of Imla. 
9 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah sat 
either of them on his throne, clothed in their robes, and they 
sat in a void place at the entering in of the gate of Samaria; 
and all the prophets prophesied before them. 
10 And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made him horns 
of iron, and said, Thus saith the LORD, With these thou 
shalt push Syria until they be consumed. 
11 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to 
Ramothgilead, and prosper: for the LORD shall deliver it into 
the hand of the king. 
12 And the messenger that went to call Micaiah spake to him, 
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from him, and returned to their 
own land. 

saying, Behold, the words of the prophets declare good to the 
king with one assent; let thy word therefore, I pray thee, be 
like one of theirs, and speak thou good. 
13 And Micaiah said, As the LORD liveth, even what my God 
saith, that will I speak. 
14 And when he was come to the king, the king said unto 
him, Micaiah, shall we go to Ramothgilead to battle, or shall I 
forbear? And he said, Go ye up, and prosper, and they shall 
be delivered into your hand. 
15 And the king said to him, How many times shall I adjure 
thee that thou say nothing but the truth to me in the name 
of the LORD? 
16 Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the 
mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the LORD
said, These have no master; let them return therefore every 
man to his house in peace. 
17 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell 
thee that he would not prophesy good unto me, but evil? 
18 Again he said, Therefore hear the word of the LORD; I saw 
the LORD sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven 
standing on his right hand and on his left. 
19 And the LORD said, Who shall entice Ahab king of Israel, 
that he may go up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spake 
saying after this manner, and another saying after that 
manner. 
20 Then there came out a spirit, and stood before the LORD, 
and said, I will entice him. And the LORD said unto him, 
Wherewith? 
21 And he said, I will go out, and be a lying spirit in the 
mouth of all his prophets. And the LORD said, Thou shalt 
entice him, and thou shalt also prevail: go out, and do even
so. 
22 Now therefore, behold, the LORD hath put a lying spirit in 
the mouth of these thy prophets, and the LORD hath spoken 
evil against thee. 
23 Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah came near, and 
smote Micaiah upon the cheek, and said, Which way went 
the Spirit of the LORD from me to speak unto thee? 
24 And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see on that day when 
thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself. 
25 Then the king of Israel said, Take ye Micaiah, and carry 
him back to Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the 
king's son; 
26 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, 
and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of 
affliction, until I return in peace. 
27 And Micaiah said, If thou certainly return in peace, then
hath not the LORD spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, all 
ye people. 
28 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah 
went up to Ramothgilead. 
29 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will 
disguise myself, and will go to the battle; but put thou on thy 
robes. So the king of Israel disguised himself; and they went 
to the battle. 
30 Now the king of Syria had commanded the captains of the 
chariots that were with him, saying, Fight ye not with small 
or great, save only with the king of Israel. 
31 And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw 
Jehoshaphat, that they said, It is the king of Israel. Therefore 
they compassed about him to fight: but Jehoshaphat cried 
out, and the LORD helped him; and God moved them to 
depart from him. 
32 For it came to pass, that, when the captains of the chariots 
perceived that it was not the king of Israel, they turned back 
again from pursuing him. 
33 And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the 
king of Israel between the joints of the harness: therefore he 
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said to his chariot man, Turn thine hand, that thou mayest 
carry me out of the host; for I am wounded. 
34 And the battle increased that day: howbeit the king of 
Israel stayed himself up in his chariot against the Syrians 
until the even: and about the time of the sun going down he 
died. 

2 Chronicles 19:1-2 
1 And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned to his house 
in peace to Jerusalem. 
2 And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, 
and said to king Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the 
ungodly, and love them that hate the LORD? therefore is
wrath upon thee from before the LORD. 

Isaiah 30:1-2 
1 Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take 
counsel, but not of me; and that cover with a covering, but 
not of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin: 
2 That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my 
mouth; to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, 
and to trust in the shadow of Egypt! 

Isaiah 31:1 
1 Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on 
horses, and trust in chariots, because they are many; and in 
horsemen, because they are very strong; but they look not 
unto the Holy One of Israel, neither seek the LORD! 

44.. JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt ttuurrnneedd ttoo GGoodd wwhheenn iinn ttrroouubbllee,, IIII KKiinnggss 33::1111,, 1122..
55.. EElliisshhaa aannnnoouunncceedd tthhaatt hhee wwoouulldd nnoott ccoommpprroommiissee wwiitthh JJeehhoorraamm,,

IIII KKiinnggss 33::1133,, 1144..
66.. MMuussiicc iiss oofftteenn ssuucccceessssffuullllyy uusseedd wwhheenn oonnee sseeeekkss ffoorr aanndd ccaarrrriieess

oouutt GGoodd’’ss wwiillll,, IIII KKiinnggss 33::1155;;
Judges 5:1 

1 Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on that 
day, saying, 

1 Samuel 16:23 
23 And it came to pass, when the evil spirit from God was 
upon Saul, that David took an harp, and played with his 
hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil spirit 
departed from him. 

2 Chronicles 20:20-22 
20 And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the 
wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat 
stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of 
Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be 
established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. 
21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed 
singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of 
holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, 
Praise the LORD; for his mercy endureth for ever. 
22 And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set 
ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and 
mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were 
smitten. 

77.. DDeelliivveerraannccee wwaass ggiivveenn bbyy GGoodd iinn aa wwaayy tthhaatt pprroovveedd bbeeyyoonndd aa
ddoouubbtt tthhaatt HHee hhaadd sseenntt iitt,, IIII KKiinnggss 33::1166--2200;;

JJuuddggeess 77::22
22 AAnndd tthhee LLOORRDD ssaaiidd uunnttoo GGiiddeeoonn,, TThhee ppeeooppllee tthhaatt aarree wwiitthh
tthheeee aarree ttoooo mmaannyy ffoorr mmee ttoo ggiivvee tthhee MMiiddiiaanniitteess iinnttoo tthheeiirr
hhaannddss,, lleesstt IIssrraaeell vvaauunntt tthheemmsseellvveess aaggaaiinnsstt mmee,, ssaayyiinngg,, MMiinnee
oowwnn hhaanndd hhaatthh ssaavveedd mmee..

88.. GGoodd’’ss ddeelliivveerraannccee ffoorr HHiiss ppeeooppllee bbeeccaammee aa ssnnaarree ffoorr tthhee uunnggooddllyy,,
IIII KKiinnggss 33::2211--2277;;

22 CCoorriinntthhiiaannss 22::1166
1166 TToo tthhee oonnee wwee aarree tthhee ssaavvoouurr ooff ddeeaatthh uunnttoo ddeeaatthh;; aanndd ttoo
tthhee ootthheerr tthhee ssaavvoouurr ooff lliiffee uunnttoo lliiffee.. AAnndd wwhhoo iiss ssuuffffiicciieenntt ffoorr
tthheessee tthhiinnggss??

EExxoodduuss 1144::1199
1199 AAnndd tthhee aannggeell ooff GGoodd,, wwhhiicchh wweenntt bbeeffoorree tthhee ccaammpp ooff IIssrraaeell,,
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rreemmoovveedd aanndd wweenntt bbeehhiinndd tthheemm;; aanndd tthhee ppiillllaarr ooff tthhee cclloouudd
wweenntt ffrroomm bbeeffoorree tthheeiirr ffaaccee,, aanndd ssttoooodd bbeehhiinndd tthheemm::

EExxoodduuss 1144::2200
2200 AAnndd iitt ccaammee bbeettwweeeenn tthhee ccaammpp ooff tthhee EEggyyppttiiaannss aanndd tthhee
ccaammpp ooff IIssrraaeell;; aanndd iitt wwaass aa cclloouudd aanndd ddaarrkknneessss ttoo tthheemm,, bbuutt
iitt ggaavvee lliigghhtt bbyy nniigghhtt ttoo tthheessee:: ssoo tthhaatt tthhee oonnee ccaammee nnoott nneeaarr
tthhee ootthheerr aallll tthhee nniigghhtt..

NOTES:
GGoodd’’ss MMeerrccyy aanndd GGooooddnneessss OOuurr EExxaammppllee

EElliisshhaa hhaadd rreecceeiivveedd aa ddoouubblleedd ppoorrttiioonn ooff tthhee ppoowweerr tthhaatt hhaadd
rreesstteedd uuppoonn EElliijjaahh,, aanndd tthheenn hhaadd rreettuurrnneedd ttoo JJeerriicchhoo.. AAtt JJeerriicchhoo hhee
ffaacceedd tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaadd bbeeeenn wwiittnneessss ttoo tthhee ddeetteerrmmiinnaattiioonn hhee hhaadd tthhaatt
wwoouulldd aallllooww nnootthhiinngg ttoo ssttoopp hhiimm ffrroomm rreecceeiivviinngg GGoodd’’ss ppoowweerr;; aanndd
tthheerree EElliisshhaa hhaadd hheeaarrdd tthheeiirr rreeqquueesstt tthhaatt aa sseeaarrcchh bbee mmaaddee ffoorr
EElliijjaahh.. TThheessee uunnbbeelliieevveerrss sshhoouulldd hhaavvee kknnoowwnn tthhaatt EElliijjaahh wwaass wwiitthh
GGoodd iinn HHeeaavveenn aanndd nnoott aabbaannddoonneedd bbyy HHiimm oonn ssoommee mmoouunnttaaiinnttoopp oorr
iinn ssoommee vvaalllleeyy.. TThheeyy lliivveedd iinn aa ppllaaccee ooff pplleeaassaanntt ssiittuuaattiioonn,, bbuutt tthheeyy
ffaaiilleedd ttoo ggoo oonn ttoo tthhee rreeaallmm ooff ssppiirriittuuaall pprriivviilleeggee tthhaatt wwaass ooppeenn
bbeeffoorree tthheemm.. TThheeyy wweerree ssuuppppoosseedd ttoo bbee ggooddllyy,, bbuutt tthheeyy wweerree ffuullll
ooff ddoouubbttss aanndd ooff aa ddiissppoossiittiioonn tthhaatt wwoouulldd nnoott sseeeekk ffoorr tthhee bbeesstt ooff
GGoodd’’ss bblleessssiinnggss.. EElliisshhaa bbeelliieevveedd aanndd rreecceeiivveedd;; hhee ssoouugghhtt aafftteerr tthhee
ppoowweerr ooff GGoodd aanndd ccaammee bbaacckk wwiitthh iitt.. WWhhiillee iitt iiss ggrraanntteedd tthhaatt tthhee
ccaallll ggiivveenn ttoo tthheessee ssoonnss ooff tthhee pprroopphheettss wwaass nnoott tthhee ssaammee aass
EElliisshhaa’’ss,, nneevveerrtthheelleessss,, tthheeyy ccoouulldd hhaavvee aattttaaiinneedd ttoo aa ggrreeaatteerr ddeeggrreeee
ooff ggooddlliinneessss hhaadd tthheeyy hhaadd aa mmiinndd ttoo ssttrriivvee ffoorr iitt.. NNooww,, iinn oonnee ooff
tthhee ffiirrsstt tteessttss ooff EElliisshhaa’’ss ppoowweerr,, GGoodd sshhoowweedd,, tthhrroouugghh HHiiss pprroopphheett,,
tthhaatt HHee iiss vviittaallllyy iinntteerreesstteedd iinn mmaann’’ss eennttiirree wweellffaarree..

WWhheenn JJeessuuss ggaavvee HHiiss SSeerrmmoonn oonn tthhee MMoouunntt,, HHee ttaauugghhtt tthhee
mmuullttiittuuddeess tthhaatt tthheeyy sshhoouulldd lloovvee tthheeiirr eenneemmiieess,, ddoo ggoooodd ttoo tthhoossee
wwhhoo hhaatteedd tthheemm,, bblleessss tthhoossee wwhhoo ccuurrsseedd tthheemm aanndd pprraayy ffoorr tthhee
vveerryy oonneess wwhhoo ppeerrsseeccuutteedd tthheemm aanndd aabbuusseedd tthheemm.. TThhiiss tthheeyy
sshhoouulldd ddoo iiff tthheeyy wwoouulldd bbee cchhiillddrreenn ooff tthheeiirr FFaatthheerr iinn HHeeaavveenn,,
bbeeccaauussee GGoodd tthhee FFaatthheerr iiss aa GGoodd ooff mmeerrccyy,, lloovvee,, aanndd ggooooddnneessss..
TThheessee aattttrriibbuutteess oorr vviirrttuueess aarree eexxtteennddeedd ttoo,, oorr ppoouurreedd oouutt uuppoonn,, aallll
mmaannkkiinndd iinn oonnee wwaayy oorr aannootthheerr bbyy GGoodd.. AAllll wwhhoo bbeeaarr tthhee iimmaaggee ooff
tthheeiirr hheeaavveennllyy FFaatthheerr mmuusstt bbee lliikkee HHiimm,, bbyy aanndd tthhrroouugghh HHiiss ggrraaccee
aanndd rreeggeenneerraattiinngg ppoowweerr,, iinn tthheessee aattttrriibbuutteess tthhaatt aaffffeecctt aanndd
iinnfflluueennccee tthhoossee wwiitthh wwhhoomm tthheeyy aassssoocciiaattee..

WWhheenn EElliisshhaa aarrrriivveedd aatt JJeerriicchhoo hhee ffoouunndd tthhee ssiittuuaattiioonn ooff tthhee cciittyy
pplleeaassaanntt,, bbuutt tthhee wwaatteerr ssuuppppllyy wwaass ppoooorr aanndd tthhee llaanndd bbaarrrreenn..
TThheerree aarree mmaannyy ppeeooppllee iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd wwhhoo aarree eennddoowweedd wwiitthh ttaalleenntt
aanndd iinntteelllleecctt wwhhoo ccoouulldd wweellll bbee uusseedd ttoo bblleessss aanndd bbeenneeffiitt tthhee lleessss
ffoorrttuunnaattee ooff tthhee eeaarrtthh bbuutt wwhhoo ffaaiill iinn tthhiiss aaddmmiirraabbllee wwoorrkk aanndd
ccaalllliinngg bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy ddoo nnoott ppoosssseessss vviirrttuueess nneecceessssaarryy ffoorr ssuucccceessss..
WWee aallll mmuusstt hhaavvee tthhee ggooddllyy vviirrttuueess ooff mmeerrccyy,, lloovvee,, aanndd ggooooddnneessss,,
ttoo bbee ssuucccceessssffuull ffoorr GGoodd aanndd eetteerrnniittyy.. IIff oonnee iiss ttoo rreettaaiinn GGoodd’’ss
ssaallvvaattiioonn,, hhee mmuusstt bbeeaarr tthheessee eesssseennttiiaall ffrruuiittss ooff tthhee SSppiirriitt.. AAnndd iiff
oonnee ooff GGoodd’’ss cchhiillddrreenn sshhoouulldd ffaaiill,, hhee sshhoouulldd ggoo ttoo tthhee ssoouurrccee ooff hhiiss
ttrroouubbllee iinn oorrddeerr tthhaatt hhee mmiigghhtt bbee bbrroouugghhtt bbaacckk iinnttoo ccoonnffoorrmmiittyy wwiitthh
GGoodd’’ss wwiillll ffoorr hhiimm.. TToo ddoo tthhiiss hhee wwiillll ttuurrnn hhiiss eeyyeess iinnwwaarrdd,, ttoo hhiiss
oowwnn hheeaarrtt;; aanndd aafftteerr ddiilliiggeenntt aanndd pprraayyeerrffuull sseeaarrcchh,, hhee wwiillll pprroocceeeedd
ttoo tteeaarr oouutt aannyy ““rroooott ooff bbiitttteerrnneessss..”” SSeeeedd ooff hhaattrreedd,, ppaarraassiittiicc ggrroowwtthh
ooff iinniiqquuiittyy,, oorr ssttoonneess ooff uunnmmeerrcciiffuullnneessss tthhaatt mmiigghhtt bbee nneewwllyy
ppllaanntteedd tthheerree bbyy tthhee eenneemmyy ooff hhiiss ssoouull..

AA WWaarrnniinngg ooff GGoodd’’ss SSuurree JJuuddggmmeenntt
BBuutt aass ssuurreellyy aass GGoodd’’ss mmeerrccyy,, lloovvee,, aanndd ggooooddnneessss aarree

mmaanniiffeesstteedd ttoowwaarrdd tthhoossee uuppoonn wwhhoomm HHee wwiillll hhaavvee mmeerrccyy,, jjuusstt ssoo
ssuurreellyy wwiillll HHiiss jjuuddggmmeennttss bbee ppoouurreedd oouutt oonn tthhoossee wwhhoo rreeffuussee tthhaatt
mmeerrccyy.. WWee ddoo nnoott hhaavvee aa pprroommiissee tthhaatt GGoodd’’ss jjuuddggmmeenntt wwiillll bbee
ddeellaayyeedd oorr ppoossttppoonneedd,, aalllloowwiinngg uuss ttoo ccoonnttiinnuuee oonn iinn oouurr ssiinn aanndd
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rreebbeelllliioonn uunnttiill wwee rreeaacchh aa mmaattuurree aaggee.. OOnnee vviioollaattiioonn ooff tthhee iinnffiinniittee
llaaww mmeerriittss eetteerrnnaall ppuunniisshh--mmeenntt.. GGoodd iiss jjuusstt,, aanndd aallll HHiiss wwaayyss aarree
eeqquuaall aanndd rriigghhtt;; aanndd HHiiss uuttmmoosstt ddeessiirree iiss tthhaatt tthhee wwiicckkeedd sshhoouulldd
ccoommee ttoo HHiimm iinn oorrddeerr tthhaatt HHee mmiigghhtt ggiivvee tthheemm HHiiss mmeerrccyy,, lloovvee,, aanndd
ggooooddnneessss iinn ffuullll mmeeaassuurree..

BBuutt iiff tthhee wwiicckkeedd ccoonnttiinnuuee iinn tthheeiirr wwiicckkeeddnneessss,, tthheeyy ccaann eexxppeecctt
nnootthhiinngg bbuutt GGoodd’’ss jjuuddggmmeenntt --–– aa jjuusstt ppeennaallttyy ffoorr tthheeiirr ssiinn aanndd
rreebbeelllliioonn.. AAnndd iiff GGoodd,, wwhhoo kknnoowwss aallll tthhiinnggss aanndd wwhhoo ssaaww tthhee eenndd
aatt tthhee vveerryy bbeeggiinnnniinngg,, ccuuttss ooffff aa ssiinnnneerr iinn tthhee ssttaarrtt ooff hhiiss ssiinnffuull lliiffee,,
tthhaatt jjuuddggmmeenntt iiss jjuusstt.. GGoodd kknnoowwss wwhheetthheerr oorr nnoott tthhee ssiinn ooff aann
iinnddiivviidduuaall wwiillll eevveerr bbee rreeppeenntteedd ooff;; aanndd,, iinn tthhee ccaassee ooff tthhee yyoouunngg
mmeenn wwhhoo mmoocckkeedd aanndd ccuurrsseedd HHiimm bbyy ddooiinngg ssoo ttoo HHiiss
rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee,, HHee ddiidd nnoott hheessiittaattee ttoo sseenndd ssuuddddeenn jjuuddggmmeenntt uuppoonn
tthheemm.. ((EEcccclleessiiaasstteess 88::1111--1133 1111 BBeeccaauussee sseenntteennccee aaggaaiinnsstt aann eevviill
wwoorrkk iiss nnoott eexxeeccuutteedd ssppeeeeddiillyy,, tthheerreeffoorree tthhee hheeaarrtt ooff tthhee ssoonnss ooff
mmeenn iiss ffuullllyy sseett iinn tthheemm ttoo ddoo eevviill.. 1122 TThhoouugghh aa ssiinnnneerr ddoo eevviill aann
hhuunnddrreedd ttiimmeess,, aanndd hhiiss ddaayyss bbee pprroolloonnggeedd,, yyeett ssuurreellyy II kknnooww tthhaatt iitt
sshhaallll bbee wweellll wwiitthh tthheemm tthhaatt ffeeaarr GGoodd,, wwhhiicchh ffeeaarr bbeeffoorree hhiimm:: 1133 BBuutt
iitt sshhaallll nnoott bbee wweellll wwiitthh tthhee wwiicckkeedd,, nneeiitthheerr sshhaallll hhee pprroolloonngg hhiiss
ddaayyss,, wwhhiicchh aarree aass aa sshhaaddooww;; bbeeccaauussee hhee ffeeaarreetthh nnoott bbeeffoorree GGoodd..))

TThhee FFoollllyy ooff CCoommpprroommiissee aanndd AAlllliiaanncceess wwiitthh SSiinnnneerrss
TThhee nneexxtt ppoorrttiioonn ooff oouurr lleessssoonn ddeeaallss wwiitthh tthhrreeee kkiinnggss aanndd tthheeiirr

aaccttiioonnss,, wwhhiicchh wweerree,, ffoorr tthhee mmoosstt ppaarrtt,, uunnwwiissee.. JJeehhoorraamm wwaass kkiinngg
ooff IIssrraaeell,, nnooww aa bbaacckksslliiddddeenn,, iiddoollaattrroouuss nnaattiioonn.. TThhee bbeesstt tthhaatt ccoouulldd
bbee ssaaiidd ooff hhiimm wwaass tthhaatt ““hhee wwrroouugghhtt eevviill iinn tthhee ssiigghhtt ooff tthhee LLOORRDD;;
bbuutt nnoott lliikkee hhiiss ffaatthheerr,, aanndd lliikkee hhiiss mmootthheerr:: ffoorr hhee ppuutt aawwaayy tthhee
iimmaaggee ooff BBaaaall tthhaatt hhiiss ffaatthheerr hhaadd mmaaddee..”” HHee rreennoouunncceedd tthhee iiddoollaattrryy
ooff tthhoossee wwhhoo hhaadd pprreecceeddeedd hhiimm,, bbuutt hhee kkeepptt tthhee ssiinn tthhaatt tthhee
iiddoollaattrryy hhaadd aalllloowweedd.. HHiiss ppuuttttiinngg aawwaayy ooff tthhee iiddoollss wwaass ggoooodd,, bbuutt iitt
wwaass nnoott eennoouugghh..

SSoommee wwhhoo hheeaarr tthhee ccaallll ooff GGoodd tteellll tthhaatt iitt iiss ssuuffffiicciieenntt iiff tthheeyy ppuutt
aawwaayy tthhee iiddoollss tthheeyy oonnccee sseerrvveedd aanndd ttaakkee tthhee nnaammee ooff CChhrriissttiiaann..
TThheeyy ffeeeell tthhaatt iinn ddooiinngg ssoo tthheeyy aarree ffiittttiinngg tthheemmsseellvveess ffoorr HHeeaavveenn..
BBuutt tthhiiss iiss nnoott eennoouugghh.. IIddoollaattrryy iiss tthhee wwoorrsshhiipp ooff ssoommeetthhiinngg ootthheerr
tthhaann tthhee ttrruuee GGoodd,, aanndd tthheerree aarree mmaannyy iinn tthhee wwoorrlldd wwhhoo aarree
iiddoollaatteerrss bbeeccaauussee tthheeyy wwoorrsshhiipp tthhee wwoorrkkss ooff tthheeiirr oowwnn hhaannddss,,
iinntteelllleeccttss,, oorr ssaaggaacciittyy.. IIff tthheeyy lloovvee ssoommeetthhiinngg mmoorree tthhaann GGoodd,, tthhaatt
tthhiinngg bbeeccoommeess aann iiddooll.. TToo bbee ffrreeee ffrroomm iiddoollaattrryy,, tthheenn,, mmeeaannss tthhaatt
wwee mmuusstt lloovvee tthhee LLoorrdd mmoorree tthhaann aannyytthhiinngg..

IItt iiss nnoo ssmmaallll tthhiinngg ffoorr oonnee wwhhoo hhaass bbeeeenn aann iiddoollaatteerr,, iinn tthhee
aaccttuuaall sseennssee ooff tthhee wwoorrdd,, ttoo tthhrrooww ddoowwnn hhiiss iimmaaggeess,, llaayy aassiiddee hhiiss
ffoorrmmeerr ccrreeeeddss aanndd bbeelliieeffss,, aanndd bbeeccoommee aaffffiilliiaatteedd wwiitthh CChhrriissttiiaann
ppeeooppllee.. MMaannyy ttiimmeess ssuucchh hhaavvee hhaadd ttoo ffaaccee tthhee ppeerrsseeccuuttoorr’’ss wwrraatthh
bbeeccaauussee ooff tthhee ssttaanndd tthheeyy hhaavvee ttaakkeenn.. MMaannyy ttiimmeess tthheeyy oovveerrccoommee,,
bbyy sshheeeerr wwiillll ppoowweerr aanndd ppeerrssuuaassiioonn ooff tthheeiirr oowwnn sseellvveess,, tthhee ffeeaarrss
aanndd ssttrruugggglleess tthhaatt ssuurrggee wwiitthhiinn tthheeiirr bbrreeaassttss.. WWhhaatt tthheeyy ddoo iinn tthheeiirr
rreennoouunncciinngg ooff iiddoollaattrryy,, wwhheenn tthheeyy hhaavvee kknnoowwnn nnootthhiinngg bbuutt tthhaatt
ffoorrmm ooff wwoorrsshhiipp tthheeiirr eennttiirree lliivveess,, iiss mmoorree tthhaann mmaannyy ppeeooppllee ddoo
wwhhoo mmeerreellyy aacccceepptt CChhrriisstt aass tthheeiirr ppeerrssoonnaall SSaavviioouurr aanndd wwhhoo mmaakkee
nnoo ggrreeaatt cchhaannggee iinn tthheeiirr ffoorrmm oorr mmooddee ooff lliivviinngg..

BBuutt aass ccoommmmeennddaabbllee aass tthhiiss ggrreeaatt sstteepp ooff rreennuunncciiaattiioonn ooff tthhee
ffeeaarrss aanndd llooyyaallttiieess ttoo hheeaatthheenn ggooddss iiss,, iitt iiss nnoott eennoouugghh.. EEvveerryyoonnee
hhaass ssiinnnneedd aanndd tthheerreeffoorree eevveerryyoonnee mmuusstt sseeeekk ffoorr tthhee ffoorrggiivveenneessss ooff
ssiinn aanndd ffoorr ppoowweerr oovveerr ssiinn,, wwhhiicchh GGoodd wwiillll ggiivvee ttoo eevveerryy ssiinncceerree
sseeeekkeerr aafftteerr rriigghhtteeoouussnneessss.. UUnnlleessss tthhaatt ppaarrddoonn iiss sseeccuurreedd,, aanndd tthhee
iinnddiivviidduuaall iiss ttrruullyy bboorrnn aaggaaiinn,, hhiiss eeffffoorrttss aarree ooff nnoo aavvaaiill.. HHee iiss yyeett iinn
hhiiss ssiinnss aanndd hhee wwiillll ffeeeell tthhee jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd uuppoonn hhiimm ffoorr tthhoossee
ssiinnss.. JJeehhoorraamm ppuutt aawwaayy tthhee iiddoollss,, bbuutt hhee ccoonnttiinnuueedd oonn iinn hhiiss ssiinnss..

NNoott mmuucchh iiss ssaaiidd iinn tthhiiss ppaarrttiiccuullaarr ppllaaccee aabboouutt tthhee kkiinngg ooff EEddoomm
bbuutt wwee ccaann ssaaffeellyy aassssuummee tthhaatt hhiiss cchhaarraacctteerr wwoouulldd nnoott ccoommmmeenndd
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hhiimm ttoo GGoodd.. HHee hhaadd nnoo ttrruusstt iinn GGoodd bbuutt ppuutt hhiiss wwhhoollee ttrruusstt iinn tthhee
mmiigghhtt ooff aarrmmiieess aanndd tthhee wwiissddoomm ooff mmaann.. HHiiss vveerryy pprreesseennccee aass aann
aallllyy ooff aa ssiinnffuull kkiinngg iiss eennoouugghh ttoo lleett uuss kknnooww hhiiss ssiinnffuull ccoonnddiittiioonn..

BBuutt aaggaaiinnsstt JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aa ggrreeaatt mmeeaassuurree ooff ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn ccaann
bbee lleevveelllleedd.. JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt sseeeemmeedd ttoo hhaavvee aa wweeaakknneessss ffoorr mmaakkiinngg
aalllliiaanncceess wwiitthh tthhee uunnggooddllyy,, ffoorr aatt ttwwoo pprreevviioouuss ttiimmeess hhee hhaadd ddoonnee
ssoo wwiitthh tthhoossee wwhhoo wweerree oouutt ooff ffaavvoouurr wwiitthh GGoodd,, aanndd hhee hhaadd ffeelltt tthhee
jjuuddggmmeenntt ooff GGoodd aaggaaiinnsstt hhiimm ffoorr hhiiss aaccttiioonn bbootthh ttiimmeess ((IIII
CChhrroonniicclleess 1188::11--3344;; 2200::3355--3377)).. BBuutt iinn ssppiittee ooff aallll tthhaatt hhee kknneeww aanndd
aallll tthhaatt hhee hhaadd eexxppeerriieenncceedd,, hhee aacccceepptteedd tthhee iinnvviittaattiioonn ooff tthhee kkiinngg
ooff IIssrraaeell ttoo mmaakkee aann aalllliiaannccee ffoorr tthhee ppuurrppoossee ooff qquueelllliinngg tthhee
rreebbeelllliioonn ooff MMooaabb aaggaaiinnsstt IIssrraaeell..

TThheerree wwaass nnoo aappppaarreenntt rreeaassoonn ffoorr JJuuddaahh ttoo bbee iinntteerreesstteedd iinn tthhee
eeccoonnoommiicc pplliigghhtt ooff IIssrraaeell.. NNoonnee ooff tthhee ttaaxx tthhaatt hhaadd ffoorrmmeerrllyy bbeeeenn
rreecceeiivveedd ffrroomm MMooaabb hhaadd ffoouunndd iittss wwaayy iinnttoo tthhee ttrreeaassuurryy ooff JJuuddaahh..
JJuuddaahh wwaass nnoott bbeeiinngg ddeepprriivveedd ooff aannyytthhiinngg bbyy tthhee MMooaabbiitteess’’ rreeffuussaall
ttoo ppaayy ttrriibbuuttee ttoo IIssrraaeell.. IItt iiss ddiiffffiiccuulltt ttoo ffiinndd aa rreeaassoonn ffoorr tthhee
aalllliiaannccee,, aass ffaarr aass JJuuddaahh iiss ccoonncceerrnneedd,, aanndd ssttiillll sseeee JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aass
aa ssiinncceerreellyy ppiioouuss mmaann.. HHee hhaadd aa ffeeaarr ooff GGoodd,, iitt iiss ttrruuee;; aanndd hhee hhaadd
aa rreessppeecctt ffoorr GGoodd aanndd aa ddeessiirree ffoorr HHiiss pprrootteeccttiioonn.. HHee hhaadd aa cceerrttaaiinn
rreeccooggnniittiioonn ooff GGoodd’’ss pprroopphheettss ((11 KKiinnggss 2222::77 77 AAnndd JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt
ssaaiidd,, IIss tthheerree nnoott hheerree aa pprroopphheett ooff tthhee LLOORRDD bbeessiiddeess,, tthhaatt wwee mmiigghhtt
eennqquuiirree ooff hhiimm??)),, bbuutt hhee ddiidd nnoott aallwwaayyss ffoollllooww tthhee wwoorrdd tthhaatt tthhee
pprroopphheett bbrroouugghhtt ffrroomm tthhee LLoorrdd,, eessppeecciiaallllyy iiff tthhaatt wwoorrdd wwaass ooppppoossiittee
ttoo hhiiss oowwnn iiddeeaass..

IInn tthhiiss ccaassee,, JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt ddiidd nnoott iinnqquuiirree ooff tthhee LLoorrdd aass ttoo tthhee
wwiissddoomm ooff tthhee ddeecciissiioonn tthhaatt wwaass mmaaddee,, nneeiitthheerr ddiidd hhee ddoo tthhaatt wwhhiicchh
sshhoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn eevviiddeenntt ttoo hhiimm aass tthhee wwiissee tthhiinngg ttoo ddoo,, iiff aa
ppeerrssoonn’’ss ppaasstt eexxppeerriieennccee iiss ooff aannyy vvaalluuee ttoo hhiimm.. HHee wweenntt aahheeaadd
aanndd mmaaddee tthhee aalllliiaannccee wwiitthh tthhee uunnggooddllyy kkiinnggss aanndd sseeaalleedd iitt wwiitthh tthhee
ssttaatteemmeenntt:: ““II aamm aass tthhoouu aarrtt,, mmyy ppeeooppllee aass tthhyy ppeeooppllee,, aanndd mmyy
hhoorrsseess aass tthhyy hhoorrsseess..”” IIff tthhiiss ssttaatteemmeenntt wwaass aa ttrruuee oonnee,, tthheerree iiss
nnoott mmuucchh ggoooodd tthhaatt ccaann bbee ssaaiidd aabboouutt tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff JJuuddaahh.. BBuutt iiff
iitt wwaass mmeerreellyy aann iinnssiinncceerree,, ppoolliittiiccaall ssttaatteemmeenntt,, tthheenn tthhee lleeaaddeerr ooff
tthhee ppeeooppllee ooff JJuuddaahh ssuurreellyy wwaass ffaarr ffrroomm wwhhaatt hhee sshhoouulldd hhaavvee bbeeeenn
ffoorr ssaayyiinngg iitt..

BBuutt tthhee ssaadd ppaarrtt ooff tthhee wwhhoollee ccoommpprroommiissee iinncciiddeenntt iiss tthhaatt aafftteerr
tthheeyy hhaadd mmaaddee tthheeiirr oowwnn ddeecciissiioonnss,, aanndd ggoonnee tthheeiirr oowwnn wwaayyss,,
wwiitthhoouutt ccoonnssuullttiinngg tthhee GGoodd ooff tthheeiirr ffaatthheerrss,, tthheeyy wweerree qquuiicckk ttoo
bbllaammee tthhaatt GGoodd ffoorr tthhee ffaaiilluurree ooff tthheeiirr eexxppeeddiittiioonn.. WWhheenn tthhee ffiirrsstt
ddiiffffiiccuullttyy ccaammee --–– bbeeffoorree tthhee eenneemmyy wwaass eevveenn ssiigghhtteedd --–– tthheeyy
aaccccuusseedd GGoodd ooff lleeaaddiinngg tthheemm iinnttoo aa ttrraapp.. TThhee rroouuttee wwaass tthheeiirr,, aanndd
nnoott GGoodd’’ss.. TThhee ppllaann wwaass tthheeiirrss,, aanndd nnoott GGoodd’’ss.. TThhee aalllliiaannccee wwaass
tthheeiirrss,, aanndd nnoott GGoodd’’ss.. BBuutt aaccccoorrddiinngg ttoo tthheemm,, tthhee bbllaammee aanndd
rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy ffoorr tthhee ffaaiilluurree wwaass HHiiss!!

OOnnee ddooeess nnoott hhaavvee ttoo ggoo bbaacckk nniinnee cceennttuurriieess bbeeffoorree tthhee ccoommiinngg
ooff CChhrriisstt aass tthhee BBaabbee ooff BBeetthhlleehheemm ttoo sseeee ootthheerr eexxhhiibbiittiioonnss ooff ssuucchh
iinnccoonnssiisstteennccyy.. TThheerree aarree mmaannyy wwhhoo ddoo tthhee ssaammee tthhiinngg ttooddaayy..
MMaannyy ppeeooppllee cchhoooossee tthhee wwaayy ooff eevviill,, aanndd tthheenn bbllaammee GGoodd ffoorr tthhee
uullttiimmaattee ccoonnsseeqquueennccee ooff tthhaatt wwaayy.. TThheeyy ssooww sseeeeddss ooff iinniiqquuiittyy,, aanndd
tthheenn bbllaammee GGoodd ffoorr tthhee hhaarrvveesstt.. TThheeyy lleeaavvee GGoodd oouutt ooff tthheeiirr ppllaannss,,
aanndd tthheenn bbllaammee HHiimm ffoorr nnoott mmaakkiinngg tthheeiirr ppllaannss ssuucccceessssffuull.. TThheeyy
ffaaiill ttoo sseeeekk GGoodd’’ss lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp,, aanndd tthheenn bbllaammee HHiimm iiff tthheeyy ffiinndd tthheeiirr
wwaayy iiss nnoott rriigghhtt..

TThhee HHuummbbllee SSeerrvvaanntt ooff GGoodd aanndd tthhee MMiinnssttrreell
BBuutt tthheerree aarree ssoommee eennccoouurraaggiinngg ppllaacceess iinn tthhee nnaarrrraattiivvee,, aanndd

ssoommee iinncciiddeennttss aanndd iinnddiivviidduuaallss ffrroomm wwhhiicchh wwee ccaann ttaakkee eexxaammppllee..
EElliisshhaa wwaass kknnoowwnn ttoo oonnee ooff tthhee kkiinngg’’ss sseerrvvaannttss aass aa hhuummbbllee sseerrvvaanntt
ooff tthhee ffoorrmmeerr mmaann ooff GGoodd;; aanndd JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt pprroovveedd bbeeyyoonndd ddoouubbtt
hhiiss nneegglleecctt aanndd gguuiilltt iinn nnoott aasskkiinngg EElliisshhaa ffoorr tthhee wwiillll ooff GGoodd bbyy



Incidents in the Early Ministry of Elisha 10 of  10

QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
11.. WWhhaatt lleessssoonn ddiidd yyoouu lleeaarrnn ffrroomm

tthhee iinncciiddeenntt ooff EElliisshhaa ccuurriinngg
tthhee wwaatteerrss??

22.. WWhhyy ccaann wwee ssaayy GGoodd’’ss
jjuuddggmmeenntt wwaass jjuusstt,, wwhheenn HHee
sseenntt iitt aaggaaiinnsstt tthhee yyoouunngg
mmeenn wwhhoo mmoocckkeedd EElliisshhaa??

33.. WWhhaatt iiss tthhee bbeesstt tthhaatt tthhee BBiibbllee
ssaayyss ccoonncceerrnniinngg JJeehhoorraamm,,
kkiinngg ooff IIssrraaeell??

44.. OOnn wwhhaatt ooccccaassiioonnss hhaadd
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt mmaaddee aalllliiaanncceess
ssiimmiillaarr ttoo tthhiiss oonnee??

55.. WWhhaatt ddiidd JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt ddoo,, aanndd
wwhhaatt ddiidd hhee ssaayy,, wwhheenn hhee
mmaaddee tthhee aalllliiaannccee wwiitthh
JJeehhoorraamm??

66.. WWhhyy wwaass JJeehhoorraamm eeaaggeerr ttoo
mmaakkee tthhee aalllliiaannccee wwiitthh
JJeehhoosshhaa--pphhaatt?? aanndd wwhhaatt
aaddvvaannttaaggee wwoouulldd tthhiiss aalllliiaannccee
ggiivvee JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt aanndd JJuuddaahh??

77.. WWhhaatt ssttaanndd ddiidd EElliisshhaa ttaakkee
wwhheenn hhee wwaass sseenntt ffoorr??

88.. WWhhaatt ssttaatteemmeenntt ddiidd
JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt mmaakkee,, wwhheenn
EElliisshhaa wwaass ccaalllleedd,, tthhaatt iiss aa
ccoonnddeemmnnaattiioonn ffoorr hhiiss nneegglleecctt
iinn nnoott ccaalllliinngg tthhee pprroopphheett
eeaarrlliieerr??

99.. WWhhaatt ppaarrtt ddiidd mmuussiicc hhaavvee iinn
tthheessee pprroocceeeeddiinnggss??

1100.. TTeellll wwhhyy tthhee ffaammiilliiaarr hhyymmnn,,
““TTrruusstt aanndd OObbeeyy..”” IIss
ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy ffiittttiinngg ttoo tthhiiss
lleessssoonn..

aaddmmiittttiinngg tthhaatt tthhee wwoorrdd ooff tthhee LLoorrdd wwaass wwiitthh EElliisshhaa.. TThheerree wwaass
ssoommee ggoooodd iinn tthhee ppaasstt lliiffee ooff JJeehhoosshhaapphhaatt,, aanndd tthhee mmaann ooff GGoodd
rreemmeemmbbeerreedd iitt;; ssoo hhee iinntteerrcceeddeedd ffoorr tthhee mmeenn oouutt ooff rreessppeecctt ttoo tthhee
kkiinngg ooff JJuuddaahh.. HHee aasskkeedd ffoorr aa mmiinnssttrreell;; aanndd wwhheenn tthhee ssttrraaiinnss ooff
mmuussiicc bbeeggaann ttoo bbee hheeaarrdd,, tthhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd ccaammee oonn tthhee mmaann ooff
GGoodd..

GGoodd uusseess mmaannyy mmeeaannss ttoo rreeaacchh tthhee hheeaarrttss ooff mmaann.. BBuutt oonnee ooff
tthhee mmeeaannss HHee hhaass uusseedd,, iinn aaddddiittiioonn ttoo tthhee pprreeaacchhiinngg ooff tthhee WWoorrdd ooff
GGoodd,, wwhhiicchh iiss aallwwaayyss tthhee mmoosstt iimmppoorrttaanntt mmeetthhoodd ooff sspprreeaaddiinngg tthhee
GGoooodd NNeewwss,, iiss tthhee mmeeddiiuumm ooff ggoooodd mmuussiicc aanndd ssoonngg.. BBaattttlleess hhaavvee
bbeeeenn wwoonn tthhrroouugghh ssiinnggiinngg --–– nnoott oonnllyy ssppiirriittuuaall bbaattttlleess bbuutt pphhyyssiiccaall
oonneess aallssoo.. MMuussiicc hhaass qquuiieetteedd tthhoossee wwhhoo wweerree ttoorrmmeenntteedd bbyy SSaattaann
aanndd eennaabblleedd tthheemm ttoo hheeaarr tthhee ssttiillll,, ssmmaallll vvooiiccee ooff GGoodd.. MMuussiicc aanndd
ssoonngg hhaavvee pprreeppaarreedd tthhee wwaayy ffoorr tthhee pprreeaacchhiinngg ooff tthhee GGoossppeell mmaannyy
ttiimmeess,, wwhheenn iinnssppiirreedd bbyy,, aanndd aannooiinntteedd wwiitthh,, tthhee SSppiirriitt ooff GGoodd.. AAnndd
mmuussiicc aanndd ssoonngg hhaavvee oofftteenn bbeeeenn uusseedd bbyy GGoodd,, iinn tthhiiss aanndd iinn ffoorrmmeerr
ddiissppeennssaattiioonnss,, aass aann aaccttuuaall sseerrmmoonn ttoo rreepprroovvee mmeenn ooff tthheeiirr ssiinn aanndd
sshhooww tthheemm tthheeiirr ttrruuee ccoonnddiittiioonn bbeeffoorree GGoodd..

EEffffoorrtt DDeemmaannddeedd ffoorr GGoodd’’ss DDeelliivveerraannccee
TThhee ddiirreeccttiioonnss tthhaatt tthhee mmaann ooff GGoodd ggaavvee ffoorr tthhee ddeelliivveerraannccee ooff

tthhee aarrmmiieess ooff IIssrraaeell,, JJuuddaahh,, aanndd EEddoomm,, wweerree ssttrraannggee.. OOnnee mmiigghhtt
hhaavvee aasskkeedd wwhhyy ddiittcchheess wweerree ttoo bbee dduugg iinn tthhee wwiillddeerrnneessss.. WWhhyy nnoott
ddiigg hhoolleess iinnsstteeaadd,, iiff ddiiggggiinngg ffoorr wwaatteerr wwaass nneecceessssaarryy?? BBuutt wwhheenn
GGoodd ccoommmmaannddss,, iitt iiss bbeesstt tthhaatt wwee oobbeeyy HHiiss ccoommmmaannddss..

TThheerree iiss nnoo vviiccttoorryy ttoo bbee ggaaiinneedd iinn ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg oonn iinn oouurr oowwnn
wwaayyss wwhheenn tthheeyy hhaavvee aallrreeaaddyy lleedd uuss ttoo ddiissaasstteerr.. TThhee oonnllyy vviiccttoorryy ttoo
bbee ggaaiinneedd iiss iinn ffoolllloowwiinngg tthhee wwaayy ooff oouurr LLeeaaddeerr aanndd oobbeeyyiinngg HHiiss
ccoommmmaannddss.. IItt wwiillll rreeqquuiirree ddiiggggiinngg.. AAnn eeffffoorrtt wwiillll hhaavvee ttoo bbee mmaaddee..
TThhee bblliinndd mmaann ooff JJeessuuss’’ ddaayy hhaadd ttoo wwaasshh tthhee mmuudd ffrroomm hhiiss eeyyeess;;
tthhee iimmppootteenntt mmaann hhaadd ttoo ttaakkee uupp hhiiss bbeedd aanndd wwaallkk;; tthhee wwoommaann aatt
tthhee wweellll hhaadd ttoo ddrraaww wwaatteerr ffrroomm tthhee wweellll aanndd ggiivvee ttoo HHiimm wwhhoo wwaass
aa JJeeww.. IItt wwaass nnoott wwhhaatt tthheessee wwhhoo oobbeeyyeedd JJeessuuss ddiidd tthhaatt bbrroouugghhtt
tthhee hheeaalliinngg oorr ssaallvvaattiioonn;; iitt wwaass tthhee ffaacctt tthhaatt tthheeyy oobbeeyyeedd wwhhaatt HHee
ssaaiidd tthhaatt bbrroouugghhtt tthhee rreessuullttss.. TThhee aarrmmiieess dduugg tthhee ddiittcchheess,, aanndd tthhee
LLoorrdd ddiidd tthhee rreesstt.. AAnndd tthhee wwoonnddeerrffuull tthhiinngg aabboouutt iitt iiss tthhaatt tthhee
wwaatteerr ccaammee ffoorr tthheeiirr ddeelliivveerraannccee ffrroomm tthhee mmoosstt uunneexxppeecctteedd ppllaaccee..
IItt ccaammee ffrroomm oouutt tthhee ddeesseerrtt..

HHooww ddiiffffeerreenntt GGoodd’’ss wwaayyss aarree ffrroomm oouurrss!! HHooww mmuucchh ttrroouubbllee wwee
ccoouulldd ssaavvee oouurrsseellvveess iiff wwee aallwwaayyss kkeepptt aann eeaarr ooppeenn ffoorr tthhee
ccoommmmaannddss ooff GGoodd aanndd tthheenn,, hhaavviinngg hheeaarrdd tthheemm,, qquuiicckkllyy oobbeeyyeedd
tthheemm.. WWee nneeeedd nnoott uunnddeerrssttaanndd hhooww GGoodd iiss ggooiinngg ttoo ddeelliivveerr uuss..
WWee nneeeedd nnoott bbee aabbllee ttoo rreeaassoonn hhooww HHee ccaann bbrriinngg wwaatteerr oouutt ooff aa
wwiillddeerrnneessss ttoo ssllaakkee oouurr tthhiirrsstt.. OOuurr oonnllyy oobblliiggaattiioonn iiss ttoo ddoo wwhhaatt HHee
ccoommmmaannddss aanndd lleett HHiimm hhaavvee HHiiss wwaayy iinn oouurr lliivveess.. WWhheerree HHee rruulleess
tthheerree wwiillll bbee ppeeaaccee.. AAnndd wwhheerree HHee lleeaaddss tthheerree wwiillll bbee vviiccttoorryy..


